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Exoneree talks wrongful conviction
The documentary Central Park Five about the 1989 case was also screened

BY HEATHER GAST
Staff Writer
Xavier’s Criminal Justice
Society hosted a screening of
the documentary Central Park
Five followed by a talk given
by Yusef Salaam, one of the
Central Park Five exonerees, this past Thursday. The
2012 documentary concerns
the Central Park Jogger case
that earned national attention
from media outlets.
Sarah Burns, one of the directors of the film, had previously worked in paralegal cases and was inspired to create
the documentary because of
her work on her undergraduate thesis dealing with racism
in the media’s coverage of the
case.
The case began on April
19, 1989, when a White
woman who had been jogging through Central Park
was raped and nearly beaten
to death. In the days that followed, the Central Park police

precinct detained and coerced
false confessions from five
Harlem teenagers: Anton McCray, Kevin Richardson, Raymond Santana, Korey Wise
and Salaam.
The teenagers, later dubbed
the “Central Park Five,” were
part of or associated with a
group of around 30 adolescents who had heckled and assaulted strangers in the park
the night of the incident. Several were detained at the Central Park precinct, but many
were released.
Detectives at the precinct
interrogated each of members
of the Central Park Five for
anywhere between 14 and 30
hours without food or drink.
They pressured and physically
intimidated the teenagers into
telling a fabricated account of
the various crimes that night,
including the assault of the
jogger. None of the five knew
each other prior to their sentencing, and their confessions
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The screening of the 2012 documentary Central Park Five, which won a
Peabody Award in 2013, was followed by exoneree Yusef Salaam’s talk.

contradicted each other as
well as the known facts at the
time. They were also the only
detainees who included themselves in their accounts of the
jogger’s assault.
The Central Park Jogger case was well followed in
New York City and garnered
national media attention, resulting in immense pressure
to find and sentence a perpetrator.
While New York City was
already notorious for extreme
violence, the case caught the
public’s attention because of
the races of the victim and
alleged perpetrators — the
victim was White, four of the
teenagers were Black and one
was Hispanic. It played into
not only the rampant racial
narratives concerning gangand drug-related violence in
African-American and Latinx
neighborhoods but also the
“super-predator scare” of the
90s.
Despite alibis and a lack
of DNA evidence, the Central Park Five were found
guilty and sentenced to five to
10 years and five to 15 years
based solely on the coerced
taped confessions.
The members of the Central Park Five served a range
of six to 13 years before the
true perpetrator, serial rapist
Matias Reyes, turned himself
in while serving a life sentence
in 2002. DNA evidence identified him as the sole contributor of semen found on the victim’s body and confirmed his
confession.
The Central Park Five’s
sentences were vacated, but
the damage had already been
done. The five young men leveled a lawsuit against the state
of New York that was settled
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Dr. Cheryl Jonson (left) and senior Maddy Lancaster (right) attended
Central Park Five exoneree Yusef Salaam’s (center) talk last Thursday.

in 2014.
The story of the Central
Park Five’s wrongful convictions is not unique. The National Registry of Exonerations has 2,189 exonerations
recorded between 1989 and
2018, 47 percent of which
are African-American. Salaam
shared that he and the four
other exonerees feel that the
documentary was able to give
them back their lives that they
had missed in their time in
prison.
Criminal Justice Society
President and senior Maddy
Lancaster shared that the club
decided to screen the documentary because of the racial
element of the Central Park
five’s initial convictions.
“Racism is super, super relevant (to the criminal justice
system),” Lancaster said. “If

you aren’t directly involved in
the system, you don’t realize
that.”
Lancaster added that the
documentary was especially
relevant because of the involvement of President Donald Trump, who continues to
state that the five men wrongfully convicted are guilty.
Salaam argued in a 2016
Guardian article that the piece
that secured the push for the
public to blame the teenagers
was the full-page ads in four
of New York’s major newspapers calling for the executions
of the teenaged defendants.
These ads were purchased and
signed by Trump in 1990.
“I think it says a lot about
our climate right now. He says
that they’re guilty despite the
evidence, and people still listen to that,” Lancaster said.
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Summit addresses political youth
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(Left to right) Aimee Boivin, Sam Peters, Lily Hutkowski and Cole Branham
were among students who met with Central and South American leaders.

BY RYAN KAMBICH
Staff Writer
In a closed-door meeting
on April 17, 12 eminent political and social leaders from
Central and South America

met with the leadership of
Xavier University College
Democrats and College Republicans for a summit on
youth participation in the
American political process.

The summit, organized by
the U.S. State Department’s
International Visitor Leadership Program, is part of
an ongoing effort to “build
global understanding and
promote international awareness through education, information and exchange of
people and ideas,” according
to an invitation sent to participants.
The international leaders
— including Beatriz Alvarez,
a city councilmember for the
municipality of La Paz in Bolivia, and Rosalinda Guadalajara, governor of the Raramuri community in Mexico
— have been touring cities
throughout the United States
to meet with local youth and
minority leaders to “illustrate
strategies to engage youth,
underserved, excluded and
minority populations in the
U.S. society to increase their
participation in political affairs,” the invitation stated.
Their most recent stop
was Cincinnati, where they
spoke with a panel composed
of Xavier Republicans President Cole Branham and Vice
President Lily Hutkowski
and Xavier Democrats President Aimee Boivin and Treasurer Sam Peters. The group
spoke about the work of their
clubs in promoting political

activity on campus, specifically in the areas of minority
involvement and youth participation.
After the presentation,
the summit opened up to a
question-and-answer portion
intended to foster a cross
cultural dialogue about American politics. Venus Caballero,
a transgender rights activist
from Nicaragua, called on the
student leaders to be more
outwardly inclusive towards
marginalized groups as they
progress in politics.
“Put yourselves in their
shoes and fight hard for those
communities,” she implored
through a translator.
The discussion was largely open and honest with little held back. At one point,
Marbel Caicedo, an Ecuadorian activist, exploded at the
Republican representatives in
the room, lambasting conservative American foreign policy toward Israel and the recent military intervention in
Syria. Likewise, a Guatemalan
activist who asked not to be
identified because of political
considerations, sharply criticized the American pro-life
stance on abortion, calling it a
construct of White supremacy and patriarchy.
After the summit, Hutkowski offered a response to

the critiques: “I know that we
have some difference of opinion, but I think the most important thing is that we’re all
passionate, and when people
care about their communities,
that’s the thing that can make
the most impact.”
During closing remarks,
Samuel Samuels, a Panamanian business adviser with Dell,
expressed frustration with the
reluctance of young Americans to run for office and
impact meaningful change in
the political arena. “Don’t be
afraid of what you can do,” he
advised the panel through an
interpreter.
“It gave me a lot of food for
thought to think about for my
next steps, especially as I’m a
senior and where I want to be
down the road,” Boivin said
when asked about the summit.
“What an inspiration for
a group of people to travel around the world to learn
more about the different political systems and how all of us
can work together,” Branham
said.
Peters
added:
“They
weren’t afraid to ask the big
questions, and I liked that.
That’s something that politics
tends to stay away from, getting to the root of problems
and a lot of that was challenged in the room today.”

Xavier Theatre’s Cabaret was ‘Perfectly Marvelous’
BY HANNAH PAIGE MICHELS
Campus News Editor
Out of all the theatre
shows I’ve seen at Xavier (and
I’ve seen quite a few), Cabaret
may have been the best one
yet. The story itself is powerful and intriguing, but when
combined with an all-star
cast, Xavier’s performance of
Cabaret was truly spectacular.
Set in 1931 Berlin, Cabaret
tells the story of an American
writer and an English cabaret
performer with the nightlife
of the grubby Kit Kat Klub as
the backdrop. At first, Cabaret
seems like a story of provocative encounters and drunken
nights, but it is later revealed
to be a story shrouded in dangerous politics and complicated romance that still holds
relevance today.
Cabaret is probably the most
well-cast show Xavier Theatre has put on in my time as a
student. Every performer felt
carefully selected and perfect
for their part. Andy Girmann
was a charming, mysterious
and heartbreaking Emcee as
the show progressed. Elyssa
Girtman as Sally Bowles put
on an absolutely breathtaking
vocal performance that left me
in disbelief. Matthew Benedek
was sweet and charming as
Clifford Bradshaw, though I
think both his and Girtman’s
status as first-years were
showing. With a bit of polishing on their acting, I think
the two could easily become
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Cabaret , Xavier University Theatre’s last show of the season, received a glowing review. The show, set in 1931 Berlin, tells the story of an American
writer and an English cabaret performer who works at the seedy Kit Kat Klub. Standout performers included Andy Girmann and Elyssa Girtman.

staples in Xavier Theatre productions.
Hannah
Sgambellone,
along with her convincing
veteran performance as Frau
Schneider, had the clearest
and most believable German
accent among the cast. Unfortunately, there were several points in the show where a
character’s performance became more about their accent
than the story. While this ultimately didn’t detract from the
show’s impact, it did prove to
be a hurdle that myself and

other audience members had
to jump over in order to understand the story.
What added to the production quality of Cabaret was the
set. Well-constructed and versatile, the set took the show
to the next level. From the
catwalk stage built out into
the audience, to the twinkling
lights dotting the set, to the
incorporation of the live orchestra in the audience’s view,
everything about the Cabaret
set was thoughtful and executed perfectly. The atmo-

spheric quality of the set elevated the overall production
of the show.
Xavier Theatre has been
doing an incredible job
with choosing and performing shows with stories and
themes that permeate viewers’ lives long after they’ve
left the theater. Whether it’s
coming to terms with our nation’s bloody past, listening
to stories of sexual assault
or facing the discomfort of
a dysfunctional family, Xavier Theatre has tackled these

gritty and distressing tales
with the utmost attention and
care. Stories are supposed to
make us feel something. And,
as Xavier Theatre closed its
season with Cabaret, I entered
the breezeway with the feeling
I leave with after any Xavier
show: I am not the same as I
was when I walked in.

Rating:

U.S. & World News
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Trump responds to Syria, FBI raids
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The president expressed frustration with Syrian attack, anger at Cohen raids
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President Donald Trump announced a missile strike targeting three Syrian chemical weapon production and
storage facilities on April 13. The strike was in retaliation for the alleged use of banned chemical weapons.

BY JACK DUNN
Staff Writer

An anonymous White
House official told the New
York Times on Monday that
President Donald Trump has
decided not to impose additional economic sanctions on
Russia in response to its support of the Syrian government.
This claim contradicts
what U.N. Ambassador Nicki
Haley told the CBS program

Face the Nation a day earlier.
This revelation capped off
an eventful week in Washington, which began on April 7
with allegations against the
Syrian government for its use
of chemical weapons in an
attack on the Damascus suburb Douma. Approximately
500 people in Douma have
reported symptoms consistent with that of a chemical
attack. These sypmtoms include burning eyes, difficulty

breathing and foaming at the
mouth. The World Health Organization reported 70 deaths,
with 43 having signs of “being exposed to highly toxic
chemicals.”
Syrian Ambassador Bashar
Ja’afari said on Tuesday that
the “if the situation is sound
than the fact-finding mission
will begin its work in Douma
tommorrow.”
The Trump adminsitration
initially promised a response

   
April 11, 8:20 p.m.—
Xavier Police assisted
Physical Plant with a water
leak in Schmidt Hall. Minor damage on third floor
coming from the roof was
found Physical Plant will
follow up.
April 13, 10:46 a.m. —
Xavier Police investigated a
report of a student improperly using a parking permit.
The student was refered to
the student code of conduct.
April 13, 12:54 p.m. —
A student reported someone scratched the letters
“FU” into the hood of their
vehicle in the Alumni lot.
Xavier Police is investigating.
April 13, 8:27 p.m. —
Cincinnati Fire and Rescue
transported an underage
intoxicated student from
Fenwick Hall to Good Sa-

  





Not caught with
their hand in the
cookie jar
April 16, 4:45 p.m.—
A
Subway
employee
reported someone stole a
tray of cookies from the
display area early in the
week. An investigation
pending.
maritan Hospital for possible
alcohol poisoning.
April 13, 11:47 p.m. —
Xavier Police assisted Norwood Police with an underage
student walking on Cleaney
Avenue with an open can of
beer. The student was cautioned by Norwood Police,
and referred to the code of
conduct

April 14, 8:51 a.m. —
Physical Plant reported
damage to a wall inside a restroom on the first floor of
Fenwick Place. Xavier Police is investigating.
April 14, 9:19 a.m. —
Xavier Police investigated
a person sleeping in a vehicle in the Alumni lot.The
person was identified as an
Xavier alum and had fallen asleep while visiting a
friend.

within 48 hours, saying that
“all options are on the table.”
Trump gave a glimpse of his
administration’s response on
April 11, tweeting “Russia
vows to shoot down any and
all missiles fired at Syria. Get
ready Russia, because they
will be coming, nice and new
and ‘smart!’ You shouldn’t be
partners with a Gas Killing
Animal who kills his people
and enjoys it!” Trump didn’t
confirm if an attack was coming at all in a tweet early the
next morning saying they
“Could be very soon or not so
soon at all!”
On the night of April 13,
however, the United Kingdom
and France joined the United
States in airstrikes in Syria
against the Syrian Government. More than 100 missiles
were fired at three targets,
which were facilities used to
produce and store chemical
weapons and equipment. The
strikes aimed to destroy Syrias chemical weapons capabilities. The Pentagon stated
in a briefing that it had “successfully hit every target” and
that “the three facilities were
fundamental components of
the regimes chemical weapons
warfare infrastructure.”
Trump tweeted “Mission
Accomplished,” but the U.S.
and its allies stand ready to
strike again if Syria continues
to use its chemical weapons.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin stated that no Rus-

sians were killed in the strike,
but warned against further
strikes. Iran called the strikes
a crime against a sovereign
government, but did not warn
of any retaliatory strikes.
Besides the Syria situation, Trump also tweeted his
displeasure over the FBI’s investigation with his longtime
personal lawyer, Michael Cohen.
The FBI raided the home,
offices and hotel room of Cohen on April 9 after referral
from special counsel Robert
Mueller and approval from
Deputy Attorney General
Rod Rosenstein. The raid’s
goal was believed to have been
recovering records related to
Cohen’s payment to Stormy
Daniels leading up to the
2016 election and communications Cohen had with Trump
regarding the “Access Hollywood” tape.
This comes amid more
turnover in the Trump administration. Current CIA
Director Mike Pompeo still
isn’t approved by Congress
as Trump’s nominee for the
vacant Secretary of State position. Pompeo lost the support Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.)
and with Sen. John McCain
(R-Ariz.) home battling cancer, the GOP is just short with
49 votes. Trump and Pompeo
have begun lobbying moderate Senate Democrats who are
up for reelection in attempt to
get a speedy confirmation.

Week in review

What you may have missed
 Two gradeschool brothers pulled a “Ferris Bueller” and skipped school to
attend the Chicago Cubs
home opener. The students ran into their principal at the game, (April
10).
 The Library and Archives Canada is promising to fulfill an Ottawa
researcher’s request to
access. The reseracher
only needs to wait until
2098 for the information.
 Apple, Inc., warned its
employees to stop leak-

ing internal information
about future plans for
new products...in a memo
that was leaked, (April
13).
 Eminem opened a “Mom’s
spaghetti” themed pop-up
restaurant at Coachella
(April 14).
 A man told his wife in
Ireland that he would
bill her for the costs of
accommodating her “exceptionally difficult” and
“disruptive” mother in
their marital home (April
16).

April 14, 1:48 a.m.—
Cincinnati Fire and Rescue
transported an underage
intoxicated student from
Fenwick Hall to Good
Samaritan
hospital
for
possible alcohol poisoning.
April 15, 7:02 p.m.—
Xavier Police, assisted by
Cincinnati Police searched
an abandoned house in the
1500 block of Dana Avenue.
All was ok.

Picture of one of the boys playing hooky. Photo Courstey of wpxi.com
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Finding the beauty of your ‘voice’
As someone who has battled a voice disorder almost
my entire life, I have always
struggled to find my “voice.”
I refer to the idea of “voice”
in quotations because, while I
was in high school, I came to
the revelation that the term
“voice” does not have to refer solely to the sound that
comes out of your mouth.
After years of struggling to
understand why I was given
this burden to bear and how
I was supposed to reach my
goals when I felt so impeded
by my lack of a physically
strong voice, I realized that

Maddy Lancaster is
a senior criminal justice
major and copy editor
for the Newswire from
Charlottesville, Va.

“voice” is so much more than
the vibration of your vocal
cords creating sound.
My first week at Xavier, I
must have been asked more
than 50 times if I was sick
because my voice is so raspy.
I realize it is a natural response to hearing someone
who sounds like they have
lost their voice, but having
that be one of the first impressions I make on people
has always been a very discouraging thought. Luckily,
I made some great friends
who showed me kindness
and compassion immediately upon meeting me. Those
friends will always have a
special place in my heart.
Even with the support of
my newly found friends, I
struggled quite a bit throughout my freshmen year and the
first half of my sophomore
year.
I found myself questioning
the plan that I had thought
about for years. Psychology
had always been my subject
of choice, and although I was
enjoying my classes, I wasn’t
satisfied. I had expected to

find my “voice” within the
vast field of psychology, but
that just wasn’t the case.
I declared a criminal justice minor at the very beginning of my career at Xavier,
figuring that the two subjects
would go well together. It
was not until the second semester of my freshman year
that I was able to start my
criminal justice course load.
I absolutely loved my Introduction to Criminal Justice
class more than I could have
ever imagined. Not only was
I extremely invested in the
subject matter, I found myself actively trying to pursue
opportunities outside of the
classroom to learn as much as
I could about criminal justice.
The first semester of my
sophomore year, I took Introduction to Corrections with
my favorite professor, Dr.
Jonson. That class changed
my life. I know it may seem
dramatic for me to say that,
but as far as aspirations for
my future, that class completely changed my outlook
on what I wanted to do with
my life. I fell in love with the

Don’t forget who we are
Jesuit education is one of
the most important things to
have come into my life. The
rigorous education of both
mind and soul is so unique
that it is not taught in many
places. In a few short weeks,
I will be receiving a degree
from the second Jesuit school
that I have been honored to
call home. Although I have
had my disagreements with
many of the decisions made

around campus, I have made
my lifelong friends here. I
have continued to walk with
spirituality, and I have had my
mind opened to the world of
philosophy. I have been thinking about what to say in this
final op-ed of my college career for some time now, and
I think that it is important to
leave you all with this: never
let go or forget about who we
are and what we are supposed
to be.
We are educated to believe
in the concepts of God in All
Things and Cura Personalis,
and we are trained to be Contemplatives in Action. We are
not meant to sit on the sidelines as time passes by, and we
are not meant to act without
reflection. We need to focus
on our liberal arts core curriculum. It may not be great for a
nursing major to have to learn
philosophy and it may not be
awesome for a Philosophy,
Politics and the Public (PPP)
student to have to take a sci-

ence course, but at the end of
the day, we are not machines
that only produce work for
our majors. We are full people
who are made out of love.
Our mission here is to go
forward and show that love to
our communities. A nursing
major needs to contemplate
the moral decisions they may
have to make, and a PPP major needs to understand something a bit more practical than
the metaphysical.
As time goes on and more
Jesuit priests leave campus
with the possibility of no replacements arriving, we have
to remember what our heritage is. We cannot let the
common beliefs of the rest of
the world cut into the subjects
that allow us to contemplate
what it means to be students
of the world. We cannot let
Xavier University become
simply a basketball school. We
need to make sure that we are
more than that.
We need to remember that
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topic of our correctional system. More specifically, a passion for correctional policy
and reform started to burn
inside of me.
I changed my major to
criminal justice after that
semester of my sophomore
year, and I will never forget
the overwhelming feelings of
satisfaction and fate that I felt
afterward. I had found a home
for my “voice” at Xavier.
There are
a couple of
reasons why
I wanted to
share
this
journey as my
senior op-ed,
but because
of the limited amount of
space, I will
only share the
most important. The idea
of finding my “voice” in everything that I do is very
important to me. Although
I may not have as loud of a
voice as others, I found my
“voice” through the things
and the people that I love.
I found my “voice” in my

studies of the criminal justice
system and my involvement
in the department. I found
my “voice” in the intramural sports I played with my
friends. I found my “voice” by
stepping out of my comfort
zone and becoming a copy
editor for the Newswire. Most
of all though, I found my
“voice” through the wonderful people that I met throughout my time here.
My advice
to my fellow
Xavier students is to
realize that
you
always
have a “voice.”
That “voice”
doesn’t have
anything to
do with the
sound
you
create when speaking; instead, your “voice” is what you
find happiness in and what
you are passionate about. It is
what you love and what you
feel that strengthens you as
a person. Please always remember that your “voice” is
important and it is beautiful.

what makes us different is our
Ignatian heritage, which is so
powerful that it alone proved
to me beyond a shadow of a
doubt that I am a loved sinner, made because of God’s
love for me. I am not calling
for us to stop accepting other
religious beliefs as the Jesuits
in the modern age have
encouraged
inclusivity of
thought and
belief.
What I am
saying is that
there is a reason our tuition costs so
much
more
than that of
a traditional
private school.
We are meant
to give back, not just as a resume builder. We are meant
to work tirelessly Ad Majorem
Dei Gloriam.
So please Xavier, if you
think about cutting our core
curriculum more, if you think
about taking away funding

from our classics department,
if you think about eliminating ethics from the business
school, know that we are different not because we are
a basketball school, not because we have a good business
school and not even because
we still have liberal arts.
Remember
that we are
a university
founded
by
the Society of
Jesus, which
has led the
world toward
a great light
throughout its entire
history. Remember that
we don’t just
act without
purpose. Remember that we are all loved
sinners, made in the image of
the God that gave his life for
nothing more than the sake of
loving each and every one of
us. For the class of 2018 and
the future of Xavier, Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam.

Mission Statement
The Xavier Newswire is
committed to reporting the
news as well as explain
LWV VLJQLÀFDQFH WR UHDGers. In addition, through
publishing opposing viewpoints and opinions, the
Newswire hopes to foster a dialogue on campus
among students, faculty
and staff.
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The Xavier Newswire is
published weekly throughout the school year, except during vacations and
ÀQDO H[DPV E\ WKH VWXdents of Xavier University,
3800 Victory Parkway,
Cincinnati, OH 45207.
Email us at newswire@
xavier.edu

My advice
to my fellow
Xavier students
is to realize
that you always
have a “voice.”

We are meant
to give back,
not just as
a resume
builder. We are
meant to work
tirelessly Ad
Majorem Dei
Gloriam.
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SGA chairs: Why the walkout matters
The following is a piece written jointly by members of the
Student Government Association
and does not reflect the views of
the Newswire.
Nicholas Dworet was 17
years old. Early this past February, as the end of his high
school career approached, he
had committed to swim competitively at the University
of Indianapolis. There, he’d
spend the next few years competing at colleges throughout
the Midwest and would have
visited our own campus for
the annual Xavier vs. UIndy
swim meet. He had Olympic
aspirations and would have
competed at the 2020 Olympic
team trials during his college
career.
We say “would have” because Nicholas Dworet was
murdered one month before
his 18th birthday on Feb. 14
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland,
Fla.
That morning, a former
student armed with a Smith
and Wesson M&P 15 semi-automatic rifle — which bears a
shocking resemblance to the
weapons equipped with our
service members deployed

in combat zones abroad —
pulled a fire alarm and began
shooting indiscriminately into
a crowd of evacuating students and teachers. The attack lasted no longer than six
minutes and 20 seconds, and
in that short time that man
armed with that weapon of
war extinguished 17 brilliant
lives, including that of Nicholas Dworet.
Tragically, the events of
Feb. 14 are just another bullet point on an ever growing
list of school shootings almost too long to recount. In
this day and age, the idea of
an active shooter on campus
seems commonplace as we fall
ever deeper into hopeless inaction and bated breath while
we await the news of more

young lives cut down far too
early. This happens in no other country where sensible gun
reform measures prevail and
firearms are not so deeply embedded in the culture. Meanwhile, our nation has been
paralyzed with a shocking
complacency toward the reality that not only can school
shootings happen, but that
they will — and the best we
can do is hope no one we know
is involved in the latest mass
slaughter.
No more.
This upcoming Friday,
April 20, at exactly 11:19 a.m.
we will stand up and walk out
of our classrooms and join in
solidarity on the yard to remember the too many fallen.
We will demand something

more than paralysis. On that
date at that time 19 years ago,
the first shots rang out at
Columbine High School in a
moment that marked a turning point in our history. That
tragic day and the culmination
of tragic days since then have
come to define a disrupted
generation cut down by gun
violence in our schools — a
traumatic legacy that we as a
nation have never fully come
to grips with.
We invite all members of
the Xavier community to join
us on the yard.
Let us be clear, the walkout is not about taking away
anyone’s guns. It is not about
repealing the Second Amendment or engaging in some
nightmarish totalitarian pro-

Endorsed by:
Johnny Srsich
SGA President

Brianna Boyce
SGA Vice President

Cole Stautberg
SGA Vice President

Ryan Kambich
Chair, Academic Affairs

Sam Peters
Chair, Off Campus Living

Jacob Jansen
Chair, Residential Affairs

Ellen Rakowski
Chair, Student Organizations

Lauren Gierla
Chair, Student Rights & Identity

Parting advice to all Xavier students: read
As myself and the other
members of the Class of 2018
enter the last few weeks before
we don our caps and gowns
and bid adieu to our years as
Xavier students, I find myself
prone to reflecting on the successes and failures of my college career, as well as advice I
would give my fellow soon-tobe-graduates and those who
still have more time at Xavier.
We as Xavier students are
inclined to live — both now

Ben Giles is a senior
Philosophy,
Politics
and the Public and
Philosophy double major. He is a staff writer for the Newswire
from Lafayette, Colo.

grame to deny the liberties of
good-hearted Americans.
Rather, the walkout is about
disrupting what has been a
normal course of inhuman
events that our society has
allowed to perpetuate for far
too long. It is about breaking
free from the numbness inherent in the all too familiar cycle
of tragedy-outrage-thoughts
and prayers-innaction-tragedy. It is about answering crisis
with action. It is about finally offering some measure of
control in the midst of the
national gridlock surrounding what can only be called a
devastating national tradition.
We will not be next. We
will not be silent.
That is why the walkout
matters.

and throughout the rest of
our lives — in ways that are
meaningful, successful, happy and impactful. We want
to live lives that will impact
others and nurture our own
selves. Of course, the world
we will eventually enter remains a complicated place,
and there is no one-size-fitsall way to reach these goals.
Each of us will have his or
her own unique path to follow. Nonetheless, despite this
variety, I propose that there
is one essential habit that
makes this kind of life possible: reading.
If I had to give one piece
of life advice to myself, to
my fellow seniors, to other
Xavier students and to pretty much anyone, it is this:
read as much as you possibly can, and in a meaningful
way. This is a habit that we
as individuals leading fulfilling lives must cultivate. According to recent data from
the Pew Research Center,
nearly a quarter (24 percent)
of American adults have not

read a book in whole or in part
in the last year. This percentage changes when broken down
according to a variety of demographic, geographical and economic factors but should nonetheless concern all of us.
Modern democratic societies,
more than societies that came before them, are built upon and driven by an exchange of ideas. From
entertainment to civic culture,
competing ways of viewing the
world and the way it works are the
stuff of modern life. Many, indeed
probably most, of these ideas are
rich and full of nuance, so they are
incapable of being represented in
280 characters, a blog post or even
a short news article.
As the massive and wide-ranging historical impact of the printing revolution shows us, the
written word is powerful indeed.
However, its power grows when
it is used in longer form to really
engage rich ideas and competing
conceptions of the human experience. As Xavier students, for
example, we have all read Plato’s

minutes to help us fall asleep
at night. I personally aim for
30 minutes per day, and it
Republic, which takes up the is quite manageable when I
question of what justice is. build it into my routine. And
That theme of justice is just the benefits are worth it.
as relevant for us now as it
Being an avid reader does
was for the
more
than
Ancient
just help one
Greeks, yet We all have many live a life of
such a fun- constraints
on healthy inteldamental
activtime, but lectual
issue could our
ity. It helps
simply not I think we can one maintain
receive the
a more obtreatment it DOO ÀW LQ D OLWWOH jective view
deserves in reading
each of the world,
some other
which in turn
form than a day, even if it is allows
one
dialogue like only 15 minutes not just to
the Republic.
engage with
My rec- to help us fall the complex
o m m e n d a - asleep at night.
world
and
tion for all
intellectual
of us, then,
landscape in which we live,
is to build a lifelong habit but to thrive in it. If we truof reading — and reading ly want to live as individuals
meaningful things. Making who will make an impact on
this kind of commitment the world, we need to maindoes not require a signifi- tain our intellectual health afcant amount of time. We all ter it is no longer constantly
have many constraints on stimulated by the classroom.
our time, but I think we can The best way to do that is to
all fit in a little reading each read, to read often and to read
day, even if it is only 15 deeply.
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Baseball loots one game from Pirates in Jersey
BY DONNIE MENKE
Staff Writer
The baseball team fell to
12-23 on the season and 2-4
in conference play after losing two of three games this
weekend on the road to the
Seton Hall Pirates in New
Jersey.
On Friday, Xavier jumped
out to a 1-0 lead when freshman outfielder Allbry Major
crossed home on a groundout
by senior catcher Nate Soria
in the second inning.
The Musketeers managed
to push out two more in the
third inning, when Joe Gellenbeck hit a two-run homer.
However, senior starting
pitcher Damien Richard allowed four runs on four hits,
in just 4.2 innings pitched
while striking out six batters.
Though Major would pitch
3.1 innings of scoreless relief to keep Seton Hall at four
runs, the offense was unable
to get another run across, and
the team took a 4-3 loss.
Major was lights out in relief, striking out five batters

Givin then used a bunt single
to drive in Soria and extend
the lead to 4-2. Seton Hall
would answer with a run in
the bottom of the sixth to
close to gap to 4-3.
However, a solo homerun
by junior first baseman Matt
Warkentin in the top of the
ninth sealed the game for
Xavier, as it came away with
a 5-3 victory. The winning
pitcher was Matt Kent.
The win set up a rubber
match on Sunday to determine the winner of the series.
Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
Xavier got out to an early
-XQLRU ÀUVW EDVHPDQ 0DWW :DUNHQWLQ QRZ OHDGV WKH WHDP LQ KRPH lead, scoring three runs in the
UXQVDIWHUKHODXQFKHGKLVHLJKWKRIWKHVHDVRQDJDLQVW6HWRQ+DOO
top of the first.
Gellenbeck drove in Givin
while allowing just two hits in the bottom of the third to
in his appearance.
take a 2-1 lead before sopho- to score the first run, and
The Musketeers bounced more catcher Natale Monas- Warkentin’s two-run homerback with a strong 5-3 win on tra drove in sophomore third un gave Xavier the early 3-0
Saturday in a back-and-forth baseman Connor Grammes lead.
The Pirates would get on
game.
on a groundout to tie it at 2-2
the board with a run in the
Major doubled in the first in the top of the fourth.
Xavier struck again in the bottom of the inning to cut
inning to drive in Gellenbeck
and give Xavier a 1-0 lead. top of the sixth, when fresh- the deficit to 3-1.
The Musketeers answered
Seton Hall responded with a man infielder Ryan Altenrun of its own in the bottom berger scored on a wild pitch when Major hit a solo homerun to push the lead back to
of the first to tie it.
to take a 3-2 lead.
The Pirates scored again
Junior infielder Chris three runs at 4-1.

In the bottom of the
fourth, Seton Hall managed
to pull back within one run,
scoring two to make the score
4-3.
Another three runs in the
bottom of the fifth would
give Seton Hall the 6-4 lead.
Xavier would score again
in the top of the seventh,
making the score 6-5 in favor
of Seton Hall.
The Pirates would plate
three more runs in the seventh and eighth innings to
make the score 9-5.
Xavier would get another
run across in the ninth, but it
wasn’t enough as Seton Hall
took the game and the series
with a 9-6 win.
Xavier takes on Cincinnati
today at 6:30 p.m. in a single
game.
This coming weekend, the
Musketeers will be home at
Hayden Field to take on the
Creighton Blue Jays in a Big
East matchup.
Friday’s first pitch is scheduled for 3 p.m., Saturday’s for
1 p.m and Sunday’s for noon.

Xavier track and field team captures 14 top10 finishes for the second straight weekend

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Freshman Garrett Wood led the pack of Musketeers in the Boilermaker
,QYLWDWLRQDOODVWZHHNHQGVKRRWLQJD+HÀQLVKHGWLHGIRUWKSODFH

Wood, Jaramillo lead way for
men’s golf team in Indiana
BY TIM KRAMER
Staff Writer
Photo courtesy of Eric Sucar
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BY COLIN COOPER
Staff Writer
This past weekend, the
Xavier track and field team
traveled to Ball State University in Muncie, Ind., to compete
in the Ball State Challenge.
For the second week in a
row, the Musketeers strung
together 14 top-10 finishes.
Entering the weekend, the
team was looking to build on
the previous week’s success
from the Hilltopper Relays in
Bowling Green, Ky.
Xavier also entered the
weekend knowing it would be
up against tough competition,
going up against schools such
as Grand Valley State, Northern Kentucky and Toledo.
However, the meet’s strong
contenders did not deter the
Musketeers.
“What I enjoyed the most
about the meet was how we
competed,” head coach Ryan
Orner said. “Most track
meets are about hitting a
standard or time but the conditions forced our athletes to

forget about all that and compete hard.”
Overall, the women’s track
and field team saw the most
success. Accounting for nine
of the 14 top-10 finishes, the
women performed well in
both track and field events.
In the field, junior Alexa
Deutsch placed second overall in javelin with a throw of
35.44 meters.
In track events, Xavier was
able to post two more toptwo finishes.
Freshman Anna Kostarellis had the best run of the
weekend, placing second after running a 2:17.20 in the
800-meter run.
Freshman Jennifer Prial also placed second in the
3,000-meter
steeplechase,
running 11:26.98.
Other notable times came
from freshman Jenna Clayworth, who placed third in the
1,500-meter run, (4:40.78),
and freshman Abby Fioresi, who placed fourth in the
800-meter run (2:18.68).

The men tallied four top-10
finishes, all of which were also
top-three finishes. Sophomore
John Hautz placed second in
the 5,000-meter run in 15:21.0,
while junior Grayson Jenkins
placed second in the 1,500-meter run in 4:01.67.
Freshman Connor Meehan
had a strong performance
in the 800-meter run, as he
placed third in 1:56.68.
Freshman Brady Harless
wrapped up the top scores for
Xavier, as he placed third in
the 3,000-meter steeplechase
(10:01.36).
“I think we made a lot of
progress over the past two
weekends, and I’m excited
for the opportunities we have
coming up,” Orner said.
The Musketeers will look
to build on this momentum as
they split up the team to compete in three separate events
this weekend: the Bryan Clay
Invitational and the Mt. SAC
Relays in California in addition to the Pacesetter Sports
Invitational in Indiana.

Xavier men’s golf competed in the Boilermaker Invitational last weekend, which
was cut a day short because
of inclement weather in the
Indiana area.
As a result, the Musketeers placed 17th and returned home to Cincinnati
with a team score of 303, 319
(622, +31). Freshman Garrett Wood paced Xavier with
a final line of +2 and tied for
20th the competition.
Kent State and Northwestern were the top teams after
day two of the competition.
Both teams completed the
weekend with a tied combined
score of +6.
“I’ve been encouraged with
our improvement over the
course of the spring season,”
head coach Brian McCants
said. “I look forward to our
two tournaments to finish the
year. I think we’ll factor in the
Big East Championship.”
Wood had a quality outing for the Musketeers on the
scorecard through the first 36
holes.
He shot a 71, 75 (146, +2).
A final score of +2 allowed
him to claim 20th place for

the abridged weekend event.
In the first round, the freshman birdied on a par 3, the
No. 13 hole. He shot around
even par throughout competition and tallied five birdies in
the first day of play.
Another freshman, Martin Jaramillo, shot quite well
through the first 18 holes.
He put together a 77 spot
on the first 18, leaving him in
a good position on the leaderboard.
The second 18 holes turned
out to be a little more difficult
for Jaramillo, as he finished at
+13 and tied for 83rd place.
“Garrett Wood and Martin
Jaramillo have competed extremely well for us this year,
which can be very difficult
for freshmen to do,” McCants
said. “We’ll certainly need
their contributions in our two
remaining tournaments if
we’re going to compete at our
best.”
The men’s golf team will
return to the course in its final tuneup in the Kepler Intercollegiate beginning on
Friday in Columbus. The Big
East Championship is scheduled for April 29-May 1 at
Callawassie Island in Okatie,
S.C.
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How t o Destress Before Finals
ELLEN SIEFKE
Managing Editor
With the semester winding down and crunch time officially beginning, finding
moments to relax can feel like trying to find a wooden, burnt needle in a haystack that keeps
catching on fire and warning you to back off. Trust me, we all feel it. But never fear, for the end
of the semester also brings with it plenty of opportunities for celebration, including goofy holidays galore. Here are some ways to make sure the rest of the school week is dedicated to just as
much play as work.
Today, April 18: International Day for Monuments and Sites
A holiday since 1983, today is devoted to celebrating all the monuments and sites that contribute to the world’s history and heritage. Embrace the chance to celebrate Xavier’s
heritage by exploring all of the monuments on campus. Take a selfie next to
the statue of St. Francis Xavier, weigh the amount of homework you have
left on the scales by Brockman or thank Coffee Emporium for getting you
through these next few weeks by avidly capturing shots of coffee-making
in action. This year’s theme is Heritage for Generations, so do your part as a
future leader of society and make sure Xavier’s monuments will be commemorated for years to come.

Earth
Talented
Yoga
Apocalypse

Lima Bean
Bicycle
Glow
Space Jam

Sunflower
Weather
Planet X
Microphone

Thursday, April 19: Bicycle Day/National High Five Day
With Earth Day quickly approaching and Earth Week in full swing, do yourself
and the planet a favor. Dust off them wheels and take your bike for a spin. Not only are you
helping the environment, you’re also helping yourself. What could be more relaxing than a long
bike ride through city streets whilst drivers galore stop, stare and honk because you dared to
use the bike lane? But actually though, head out for a bike ride and enjoy the fresh spring air
blowing in your face. Make your parents proud and show them you are a responsible adult by
adding a flowery helmet for some springtime cheer.
If biking really isn’t your thing — or the spring air is reminding you that you’re allergic to
exercise — then become the king of the hill and perfect your high five. Remember, it’s all in the
elbows. Keep ‘em straight and make sure to slap the other person’s hand as hard as you possibly
can. Perfecting the high five will take many hours of practice, concentration and
maybe some good ‘ol blood, sweat and tears. But trust me, it will all be worth
it, as you will instantly become the koolest kid around town.
If you really don’t feel like doing anything, then just embrace your inner
puffin. It’s the first day of summer in Iceland.
Friday, April 20: Lima Bean Respect Day
Forget that other green veggie everyone’s talking about today because lima beans are where
it’s at. I mean, I don’t know about you, but I have many a fond memory of my mother serving
up these tiny green things that kind of look like jelly beans, only to discover that they were not,
in fact, jelly beans, and they really didn’t taste like much but apparently were super good for me.
If you really want to prove your worth and cement your legendary status on this campus, dare
to try the dreaded lima bean. Show some respect for this holiest of vegetables and consume
some, no matter how long it takes to choke them down. You’ll instantly feel its power pulsing
through you and will be able to take on any and all projects, fueled by the power of this little
green nugget.

Aries: The world is ending from Planet
X and the stars are nervous, so four
horoscopes for you today, Glenn Coco.
You will find luck, love, fame and fortune all on April 23. Too bad the world
ends before then!

Taurus: It’s almost the end of the
semester, and you’re doing so well with
your money that you should just spend
it all on something useless. Trust me.
Gemini: Want to be a master negotia-

tor? Every time your teacher asks you to
do your course evaluation, tell them you
will only do it for free food. Congrats,
the stars see a food baby in your near
future!

Cancer: Before going to Glow Yoga,

make sure not to eat any spicy food
that could possibly make you gassy. A
thank you in advance from the Xavier
community.

Leo: Why bother chasing waterfalls
when you can chase drain pipes?

Virgo: If you win at “What are the

Odds” with your professor, you don’t
have to take the final. It’s a Cincinnati
law, trust me.

Libra: Your end-of-school-vibe while
looking at grades is going to be Matthew McConaughey saying, “alright,
alright, alright.”

Scorpio: Xavier’s got talent and Scorpio’s got attitude.

Sagittarius: Dating tip: Make a
s’more for a special person and when
you give it to them, say “There’s s’more
where that came from.” Boom. You’re
dating.
Capricorn: Happy Earth Day. Take
care of the Earth because nothing else
in this galaxy is habitable. All space
movies lied.
Aquarius: The world needs you to

stop doing your rain dance because
this crazy weather is killing everyone’s
groove.

Pisces: Be like a sunflower and face
the sunshine this week. If you can
find it, that is.

